
Mission Statement - We are a Catholic faith community that seeks to place God first, to 
know Him, and to grow in holiness together. We strive to live the Gospel through the 

Eucharist, in our teaching and way of life. 

Christi simus, non nostri.    +   We belong to Christ, not ourselves. 

 

Parish Office 
360-458-3031  

Hours: Monday—Thursday 
9AM-12PM; 12:30-2PM 

parishoffice@saintcolumbanyelm.org 
www.saintcolumbanyelm.org 

 

Mass Schedule 
Sunday: 10:30AM 

Saturday Vigil: 5:00PM 
Daily Mass: Wednesdays 9:00AM 
Rosary is said 30min prior to each Mass 

 

Sacraments 
Anointing of the Sick: By Appointment 

Confession: Fridays 4:00—5:00PM 
**5:30—6:30PM during Lent** 

 
 
 

Faith Formation 
Offered Sundays before and after the 
10:30AM Mass, depending on grade 

RCIA: Tuesdays 6:30PM 
 

Adult Education & Outreach 
Contact the parish office for more information 

Bible Study 
Thursdays 6:30PM 

Hispanic Prayer Group 
Tuesdays 6:00PM 

Rosary Prayer Group 
 Mondays 7:00PM 

 

 

St. Columban Parish 
506 First St. S, Yelm, WA 98597 

St. Peter Mission  
149 Keithahn St. S, Tenino, WA 98589 

 

Mission Office 
360-264-2124  

Hours: Wednesdays & Fridays  
10:30AM – 2PM 

gaby@saintcolumbanyelm.org 

 

Mass Schedule 
Sunday  8:00 AM 

Rosary is said 30min prior to Mass 
 

Sacraments 
Confession: Sunday 7:30 -7:45AM 

Anointing of the Sick: by Appt. 
 

Adult Education & Outreach 
Contact the mission office for more information 

Bible Study Thursdays 10:00AM 
The church may be opened upon request during office hours for private prayer 

For emergency assistance contact the Society of St. Vincent de Paul at 360-458-1904.  Please leave your name, number, and details of your need. 

Winter Clothes Closet Hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays 6:00PM—8:00PM 

March 14, 2021—4th Sunday of Lent 

Letarea Sunday 

mailto:www.saintcolumbanyelm.org


From a sermon by Saint Bernadine of Siena, Priest 

The faithful foster-father and guardian 

There is a general rule concerning all special graces granted to any 
human being. Whenever the divine favor chooses someone to receive a 
special grace, or to accept a lofty vocation, God adorns the person 
chosen with all the gifts of the Spirit needed to fulfill the task at hand. 

This general rule is especially verified in the case of Saint Joseph, the 
foster-father of our Lord and the husband of the Queen of our world, 
enthroned above the angels. He was chosen by the eternal Father as 
the trustworthy guardian and protector of his greatest treasures, 
namely, his divine Son and Mary, Joseph’s wife. He carried out this 
vocation with complete fidelity until at last God called him, saying: 
Good and faithful servant, enter into the joy of your Lord. 

What then is Joseph’s position in the whole Church of Christ? Is he not 
a man chosen and set apart? Through him and, yes, under him, Christ 
was fittingly and honorably introduced into the world. Holy Church in 
its entirety is indebted to the Virgin Mother because through her it was 
judged worthy to receive Christ. But after her we undoubtedly owe 
special gratitude and reverence to Saint Joseph. 

In him the Old Testament finds its fitting close. He brought the noble 
line of patriarchs and prophets to its promised fulfillment. What the 
divine goodness had offered as a promise to them, he held in his arms. 

Obviously, Christ does not now deny to Joseph that intimacy, reverence 
and very high honor which he gave him on earth, as a son to his father. 
Rather we must say that in heaven Christ completes and perfects all 
that he gave at Nazareth. 

Now we can see how the last summoning words of the Lord 
appropriately apply to Saint Joseph: Enter into the joy of your Lord. In 
fact, although the joy of eternal happiness enters into the soul of a man, 
the Lord preferred to say to Joseph: Enter into joy. His intention was 
that the words should have a hidden spiritual meaning for us. They 
convey not only that this holy man possesses an inward joy, but also 
that it surrounds him and engulfs him like an infinite abyss. 

Remember us, Saint Joseph, and plead for us to your foster-child. Ask 
your most holy bride, the Virgin Mary, to look kindly upon us, since she 
is the mother of him who with the Father and the Holy Spirit lives and 
reigns eternally. Amen. 

The Feast of St. Joseph Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary is March 19  

Financial Stewardship 

        St. Columban  St. Peter 

   Weekly Goal  $5,762 $712 

   March 7 $4,045 $1,466 

PARISH OFFICE:  (360) 458-3031 

Fr. Dean Mbuzi,  Priest Administrator  
Ext.6 frdean@saintcolumbanyelm.org 

Patricia Selsor, Bookkeeper  
Ext.2                        pat@saintcolumbanyelm.org 

Katie Hennigan,  Faith Formation  
Ext. 3  katie@saintcolumbanyelm.org  

Chad Lucero,         Youth Ministry & Confirmation 
Ext.4  chad@saintcolumbanyelm.org 

Jennifer Langham          Liturgy &  Admin Support 
 Ext. 5              jennifer@saintcolumbanyelm.org 

Chris Bixby,                                 Director of Music
 chrisb@saintcolumbanyelm.org 

Steven Slater, St. Columban                  Custodian 
 steven@saintcolumbanyelm.org 

ST. PETER OFFICE:  (360) 264-2124 

Gaby Makinster,  St. Peter Admin 
 gaby@saintcolumbanyelm.org 

Welcome! Please contact the 

office to register as a parishioner, for 
questions about any announcement, 

how to prepare for a sacrament,  
schedule a funeral or Mass Intention or 

to update your contact information. 

For daily Mass readings and Event Calendar please see our Monthly Insert, found in the narthex and on our website. 

In Our Prayers 

Loving God, we join with others of your 

people here asking you to hold in Your 

hands Joseph Waters,  Jess & Jessica 

Nash,  Maria Luisa Fregoso, Ray Wilson, 

Paul Hennigan, and all those in harm’s 

way.  

Our RCIA Candidates as they continue 

their journey towards the Sacraments of 

Baptism and Initiation this Easter. 

 

www.saintcolumbanyelm.org 

SAINT COLUMBAN  
PASTORAL COUNCIL 

Judith Cusick (Chairperson),  

Sheila Johnson, Jerome Didier,  

Joseph Judge, Dennis Stumpf 

parishoffice@saintcolumbanyelm.org 

SAINT PETER  
ADVISORY COMMISSION 

Sherry Bachmann (Chairperson),  

Marilyn Ritter, Bernie Schwarz,  

Bob Bacon, Diane Weston,  

stpeteradvisory@saintcolumbanyelm.org 

Pax et bonum,  
Fr. Dean. 

Mass Intentions 

Pray for all those affected by Covid-19   

and for first responders and caregivers. 

   March 17—Vicente Susuico RIP 



Thanks to our advertisers listed on the back of this bulletin! They make this publication available to the Parish at no cost to us. 

Faith Formation All Masses will resume with modifications, see below for details  

MASS RESERVATIONS 
In obedience to the COVID Safety 
Guidelines from the Archdiocese,  public 
Mass at our parish has resumed with the 
following safety measures in place.   

 Masks will be required.  Those with a 
medical exemption will be seated 
according to Archdiocesan 
guidelines. 

 Attendance will be limited to 90 
people per Mass at St. Columban and 
40 people per Mass at St. Peter.  

 The cry room at St. Columban is 
limited to one family per Mass and 
will be reserved on a first come-first 
served basis.  

Reservations at St. Columban: call the 
parish office at 360-458-3031 ext. 5 

Reservations at St. Peter: call the 
mission office at 360-264-2124 

If you are unable to call during  office 
hours, please leave  your name, phone 
number,  and how many will be in your 
party and we will call you back to confirm 
your reservation. 

Please note that leaving a voicemail does 
not confirm your reservation 

Important Things to Remember 

 Only persons who are under the 
same reservation will be seated 
together.  

 Please arrive at least 20 minutes 
early for Mass.  You will be checked 
in by a Greeter and then seated by an 
Usher.  Seating is first come, first –
served. 

 We recommend you bring  your own 
missal with you for the readings as 
they will not be provided. 

 Please do not sing along with the 
Cantor in accordance with COVID-19 
guidelines. 

Reservations for Holy Week and  Easter 
Masses are now open 

Bonus Bulletin Content! 

To save on printing, some extra bulletin 

content will now be exclusively found in the 

online edition of our bulletin, which is also 

emailed weekly to parishioners.  

Sign up at  

flocknote.com/saintcolumbanyelm or visit our 

website saintcolumbanyelm.org 

March 16th 
Matrimony & Holy Orders 

Tuesdays at 6:30PM in the Religious Ed Bldg. 
Rm. 103.   Also available via Zoom 

3 Year Goal for St. Columban: $307, 368 

As of: January 7, 2021 

Total Pledged: $164,000 53% of Goal 

Number of  Families Participating: 292 
Potential Share:  $24,600 
 

3 Year Goal for St. Peter: $54,327 

As of: January 7, 2021 

Total Pledged: $105,000 193% of Goal 

Number of Families Participating: 45 
Potential Share:  $43,350 

 

Thank You for Pledging Your Support! 

CHILDREN’S PRAYERS  

Last weekend 9 stu-

dents prayed 752 

prayers over the prior    

         week. 

This is the time of fulfillment.  

The kingdom of God is at hand.  

repent, and believe in the good 

news.                      -Mark 1:15 

In place of our cus-
tomary Soup Sup-

pers during Lent, we 
are accepting dona-

tions to St. Vincent 

de Paul.    

Please mark your envelope “for SVDP” 
and place it in with the regular offering. 

March 19 Stations of the Cross 

6:00PM  Both Locations 

March 21 3rd Scrutiny—RCIA 

10:30AM St. Columban 

March 26 Stations of the Cross 

6:00PM  Both Locations 

March 28 Palm Sunday 

8:00AM  Mass  at St. Peters 

10:30AM Mass at St. Columban 

 

                  PRAYER  
                 Table Time 
                          Theology 
Since praying as a family is im-

portant, what are some ways that we 

could pray together more frequently?  

Do you have a memory of a time 

where you really enjoyed praying 

together as a family, whether at home 

or at church? 

            ALMSGIVING                  
                 Acts of 
                      Kindness 
While grocery shopping, purchase an 

additional day’s supply of food and 

drop it off at a local food pantry. 

                FASTING                  
                         Family 
                         Fasting 
Fast from comparing yourself to oth-

ers.  It causes isolation and the illu-

sion that we are all separate rather 

than one in God. 

Living Out the Pillars of Lent 







 

 

Children of all ages welcome to participate! 
Parents must be present and all COVID safety guidelines observed while on parish grounds. 

 

 

 

 

Sponsored by 



 

Soup of the Week 
on behalf of the Women’s Club 

 

Vegetarian Hot Pot 

Ingredients: 

5 1/4 cups vegetable broth, or reduced-sodium 

chicken broth 

4 1/4-inch-thick slices fresh ginger, peeled 

2 cloves garlic, crushed and peeled 

 

2 teaspoons canola oil 

1 3/4 cups shiitake mushrooms, stemmed, 

wiped clean and sliced (about 4 ounces) 

¼ teaspoon crushed red pepper, or to taste 

1 small bok choy, cut into 1/2-inch pieces, 

stems and greens separated 

 

3 1/2 ounces Chinese wheat noodles, or rice 

sticks 

1 14-ounce package firm tofu, drained, patted 

dry and cut into 1/2-inch cubes 

1 cup grated carrots, (2 large) 

4-6 teaspoons rice vinegar 

2 teaspoons reduced-sodium soy sauce 

1 teaspoon toasted sesame oil 

 

1/4 cup chopped scallions, for garnish 

Directions 

Step 1 

Combine broth, ginger and garlic in a Dutch oven; bring to a simmer. Simmer, partially covered, over medium-

low heat or 15 minutes. Discard the garlic, and ginger . 

Step 2 

Meanwhile, heat oil in a large nonstick skillet over medium-high heat. Add mushrooms and crushed red pepper; 

cook, stirring often, until tender, 3 to 5 minutes. Add bok choy stems; cook, stirring often, until tender, 3 to 4 

minutes. 

Step 3 

Add the mushroom mixture to the broth. Add noodles, reduce heat to medium-low and simmer for 3 minutes. 

Add bok choy greens and tofu; simmer until heated through, about 2 minutes. Stir in carrots, vinegar to taste, 

soy sauce and sesame oil. Serve garnished with scallions. 





Go to Joseph
March 14, 2021

4th Sunday in Lent

At Home with
On March 19, the Feast of St. Joseph, Pope Francis will declare the 

beginning of the Year of the Family. We can all look to St. Joseph for an 
example of the hard work, humility and tenderness that enrich family life.

ARCHDIOCESE OF SEATTLE

2 Chronicles 36:14-16, 19-23

Return and rebuild the temple!

Psalm 137:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6

Let my tongue be silenced if I forget you!

Ephesians 2:4-10

By grace we have been saved.

John 3:14-21

For God so loved the world he gave his only Son.

Read
Take time to read and reflect 

on the Scriptures for 
this day.

Don’t have access to a Bible? 
Visit www.usccb.org/bible/readings 

or download an app such as Laudate 
or iBreviary to access the 

Mass readings. 

This is Laetare Sunday, a midpoint in Lent when we pause in 
anticipation of Easter and God’s grace. Thus, our Gospel 
reminds us of how God so loved the world that he gave his Son 
Jesus as a sacrifice for us.

Rather than thinking we earn God’s love with our good actions, 
we remember that our good actions are a response to his love. 
This keeps our focus on God and encourages us to look for 
signs in our family life of God transforming our hearts and 
helping us to grow.

Pope Francis declared a special Year of the Family that 
begins on March 19, 2021 - the Feast of St. Joseph. 
Check out our weekly issues of At Home with Faith to learn 
more.

Conversa



At Home withFaith
ARCHDIOCESE OF SEATTLE

Talk Do these three things to help our children learn more about St. 
Joseph: 

•  Ask your child what they know about St. Joseph. See what they 
can remember about him. Don’t worry if they can’t remember 
much because, while the Bible tells us about what he did, it 
doesn’t quote him. Getting to know St. Joseph takes a little 
observation. 

•  Invite your children to observe some things about Joseph and 
see what those things tell us about him.

   •  God asked him to take care of Mary and Jesus. Joseph did this 
generously.

   •  Joseph was obedient to God, even when it was hard.
   •  Jesus regarded him as his father and would have learned about 

fatherhood from him.
   •  Joseph was a carpenter and taught Jesus how to be a carpenter 

too.
   •  Joseph did not draw attention to himself. 

•  Encourage them to ask Joseph to pray for us. Close to God, the 
saints are happy to pray for us so that God may help us to grow 
up to be saints too.

Here are some reflection 
questions to help you have 
Great Conversations with 

the whole family.

Pope Francis declared the start of the Year of the Family on March 19, the 
feast of St. Joseph. He also proclaimed a Year of St. Joseph from December 8, 
2020 to December 8, 2021, to mark the 150th anniversary of the declaration of 
St. Joseph as Patron of the Universal Church. No doubt, he wants us to look to 
Joseph as an example for our own family life. 

Joseph, when he found Mary was with child, responded with tenderness and 
compassion. Rather than responding impulsively, he listened to God. Our 
families need this kind of patience, tenderness and compassion.  

During Jesus’ childhood and youth, Joseph taught him how to work as a 
carpenter and care for a family. In his earthly father, Jesus would discover a 
reflection of his divine Father’s humility and goodness. 

Click here to read Patris Corde (With a Father’s Heart), Pope Francis’ letter 
introducing Joseph as an example and an advocate eager to ask God to bless 
us with his virtues.

A prayer to St. Joseph from Pope Francis:

For more resources, visit us online at:

https://marriagefamilylife.seattlearchdiocese.org/athomewithfaith

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer,
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
To you God entrusted his only Son
in you Mary placed her trust;
with you Christ became man.

Blessed Joseph, to us too,
show yourself a father
and guide us in the path of life.
Obtain for us grace, mercy and courage,
and defend us from every evil. Amen.

http://www.laityfamilylife.va/content/laityfamilylife/en/amoris-laetitia.html
https://archseattle.org/stjoseph/
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html




BULLETIN

The Fourth Sunday of Lent is the midpoint and known as Laetare 
Sunday. Laetare means “rejoice” and the Church expresses hope 
and joy in the middle of our penitential Lenten practices.

Catholic Relief Services Collection
This weekend, we will take up The Catholic Relief Services 
Collection. Please prayerfully consider supporting this collection 
at Mass! #JesusInDisguise #1church1mission www.usccb.org/
catholic-relief

Solemnity of Saint Joseph, husband of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary
In celebration of the Year of St. Joseph, we pray today for 
all fathers, that through the example of St. Joseph, they 
may fully embrace their vocation and accept the privilege 
and responsibility of caring for their children as St. Joseph 
cared for Jesus.

The Year of the Family
Today marks the fifth anniversary of the Apostolic Exhortation 
Amoris laetitia, on the joy and beauty of familial love. Pope 
Francis announced the Year of Amoris Laetitia, which will 
conclude on with the X World Meeting of Families in Rome  
on June 26, 2022. 

We pray for each of you and your families!

Copyright © 2021, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved.  
Photo credits from top: Getty Images; CNS photo; CNS Photo; Getty Images

The Fourth Sunday of Lent
March 14, 2021

Catholic
Current



SUNDAY, MARCH 14, 2021



READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 14, 2021
SUN 3/14 	 2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23/Ps 137:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6 [6ab]/Eph 2:4-10/Jn 

3:14-21 or 1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4m 5, 6 [1]/
Eph 5:8-14/Jn 9:1-41 or 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38 

MON 3/15	 Is 65:17-21/Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a and 13b [2a]/Jn 4:43-54

TUE 3/16	 Ez 47:1-9, 12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9 [8]/Jn 5:1-16

WED 3/17	 Is 49:8-15/Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18 [8a]/Jn 5:17-30

THR 3/18	 Ex 32:7-14/Ps 106:19-20, 21-22, 23 [4a]/Jn 5:31-47

FRI 3/19	 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 29 [37]/Rom 4:13, 16-
18, 22/Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a or Lk 2:41-51a

SAT 3/20	 Jer 11:18-20/Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-10, 11-12 [2a]/Jn 7:40-53

SUN 3/21	 Jer 31:31-34/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 14-15 [12a]/Heb 5:7-9/Jn 12:20-33 
or Ez 37:12-14/Rom 8:8-11/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 [7]/Jn 11:1-
45 or 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45

SUNDAY, MARCH 14, 2021  |  4TH SUNDAY OF LENT

LIVE THE LITURGY  
Inspiration for the week 

God’s messengers always seem to get mocked. They speak a truth that some 
folks do not want to hear. While on the one hand we admire them, we also are 
quite happy keeping them at a distance. After all, they are not referring to me 
but someone else, aren’t they? We often wrongly conclude that because we 
may be more avant-garde, contemporary, politically sensitive, and untraditional, 
we are somehow more in the light than others. People tend to prefer darkness 
more than light, even the most spiritually sensitive among us. The light always 
carries with it the richness of God’s mercy and compassion which see beyond 
ideologies and concepts to relationships that cultivate life, earthly and eternal. 
Every hand of compassion and mercy extended to a human being must always 
point back to God. The call always involves ordering our lives in accord with 
our truth and essence of being. As God never forgets us, we must never forget 
God. Now is the time to take stock of our infidelity and return to the light, even 
though it is difficult to look at.

“We need to find 
God and He 

cannot be found in 
noise and restlessness. 
God is a friend of     

silence.”

©LPi

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 14, 2021 

Sunday:		 4th Sunday of Lent; Daylight Saving Time begins

Wednesday:	 St. Patrick, Bishop; St. Patrick’s Day

Thursday:	 St. Cyril of Jerusalem, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 

Friday:		  St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Sunday:		 5th Sunday of Lent

©LPi

– ST. TERESA OF CALCUTTA

WEEKLY PRAYER
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FIRST READING 
Their enemies burnt the house of God,

  tore down the walls of Jerusalem,
  set all its palaces afire,

  and destroyed all its precious objects.  
(2 Chr 36:19)

PSALM
Let my tongue be silenced, if I ever forget you!  

(Ps 137)

SECOND READING
For we are his handiwork, created in Christ Jesus 

    for the good works 
  that God has prepared in advance, 

  that we should live in them. (Eph 2:10)

GOSPEL
For God so loved the world that he gave  

his only Son, 
 so that everyone who believes in him  

might not perish 
 but might have eternal life. (Jn 3:16)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 
1998, 1970 CCD.  The English translation of Psalm 
Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 
1997, International Commission on English in the 

Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

GOSPEL MEDITATION   
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture
Is there something to Lent that goes beyond our own spiritual house cleaning and spiritual 
refinement? Yes, there is! It has to do with listening and learning so that we can take up the 
task of the Gospel with greater clarity and fortitude. While the spiritual refocusing of Lent is 
necessary, the fruit of this Lenten conversion has much more to do with learning how we can be 
a better Church than it does about our eternal salvation. Salvation is a gift that flows out of God’s 
unconditional Mercy and cannot be merited. The spiritual maturity we can experience as a result 
of our Lenten disciplines serves to reduce the anxiety and apprehension we may experience as 
messengers of good, but very challenging, and unsettling, news.

St. Oscar Romero said that, “a church that doesn’t provoke any crises, a gospel that doesn’t 
unsettle, a word of God that doesn’t get under anyone’s skin, a word of God that doesn’t touch 
the real sin of the society in which it is being proclaimed, what gospel is that?” When we listen 
to those descriptive and provocative words, do they resonate with anything in our experience? 
As messengers of the Gospel, we are called to bring an unsettling message to the world. If our 
main concern is protecting our self-interests, then we are missing something huge! Many really 
struggle with being rejected, dismissed, or perceived as someone who is speaking out of turn. 
There is a counter cultural message that must be preached that clearly sides with the poor, 
marginalized, victimized, oppressed, neglected, disregarded, and lost souls throughout the 
world. There is a widespread misery among the peoples that is all too often allowed to fester 
with no one coming forward to offer a change or resolution.

The Church can speak to the needed structural changes that will allow people to earn just wages, 
feed their families and share abundantly and equally in the gifts of God’s good earth. Such a 
vision is not some optimistic fairy tale, but the vision of the Creator himself. Lent reminds us, as 
St. Oscar Romero also states, that, “we are workers, not master builder, ministers, not messiahs. 
We are prophets of a future not our own.” We are not called to labor simply for the benefit of 
the here and now but of the “what is to come.” Our myopic vision can be replaced by a more far 
reaching Lenten vision that is much greater and deeper in scope. As long as we are carrying the 
right blueprints with us and our thoughts extend beyond ourselves, then even the little things we 
do and the simplest prayer we utter go a long way. They give witness to our preference for the 
light of Christ and not the darkness of error and sin.

©LPi
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WORSHIP & MEDITATION



WHY DO WE DO THAT? 
Catholic Life Explained: 

Question:
Why do priests wear a Roman collar? 

Answer:
The practice of priests wearing the 
Roman collar developed in the mid-
nineteenth century as an alternative 
to wearing the cassock which in some 
places was seen as impractical or which 
was even outlawed by anti-Catholic 
legislation. Since its introduction, it has 
taken different forms, and if you visit 
different countries today, you will see 
variation in what priests wear. 
The Code of Canon Law simply observes 
that priests wear “suitable ecclesiastical 
garb” according to the judgments of 
the national bishops conferences and 
local custom (no. 284). The US Bishops 
have instructed that outside of liturgical 
functions, a “black suit and Roman 
collar are the usual formal attire for 
priests. The use of the cassock is at the 
discretion of the cleric.” Priests who 
are members of religious communities 
are to follow the rules of their institute 
regarding the habit or other approved 
clothing. 
In the end, whether a priest wears the 
Roman collar, a religious habit, or, as is 
the case in many European countries, 
a suit and tie (to distinguish them from 
Protestant clergy who wear a collar) the 
goal of their clerical clothing is to serve 
as a sign of their commitment to guide 
and to serve, and to also allow them to 
be truly public figures because they are 
ordained for the service of all. 

©LPi

©LPi
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PLEASE CONSIDER ONLINE GIVING
Our parish is grateful for your continued support. Thank you!

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 
Recognize God In Your Ordinary Moments
Awake, O Sleeper!

This morning came a little earlier than I would have liked — Daylight Savings Time always does. 
Sometimes that morning sunlight seems more intrusive than illuminating. You’re still half-lost 
in sleep, and that sun is demanding of you a lot more than you’re ready to give. 

I’ve said it, and I’m sure you’ve said it, too. “Just five more minutes.” You hit the “snooze” button 
on your iPhone once (maybe twice? Show of hands?) and turn away from the window.  

So many kings of the Old Testament were steadfast in their sleepy ways, rejecting the light 
their God tried to share with them. Likewise, John tells us that, though Light — Christ — was 
sent into the world, the world preferred darkness. 

Sometimes it seems, when reading through Scripture, that all throughout salvation history, 
God has been trying to pull back the curtains, to rouse us from our defiant slumber. And we 
resist Him. Time and time again, we resist Him.

Light brings a certain responsibility with it. It seems to compel productivity. Furthermore, 
there’s no hiding in the light. Any photographer worth his salt knows how to manipulate it, 
highlighting the good and casting some merciful shade on the bad. 

As we enter into the fourth week of Lent, we’re getting so close to the main event. Can we 
handle the light that will come on Easter morning, bursting into the tomb as the stone is rolled 
away? Can we keep ourselves from hitting the “snooze” button on our souls, and sit up to face 
the dawn of a new day?

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

LITURGICAL LIFE

RESPONDINGCallto the



SUPPORT OUR  
LOCAL ADVERTISERS
Our advertisers need your help  
during these difficult times!

Please show your support for 
your parish by also supporting our 
advertisers. We wouldn’t be able to 
bring you our bulletin every week 
without them, and right now they 
need your help more than ever. Please 
encourage and remind others to show 
their support and shop local during 
these hard times!
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QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK 
Invite Parishioners to Reflect and Respond to Scripture

First Reading
The author of 2 Chronicles reflects on how historically God’s fidelity and mercy was 
often met with Israel’s disobedience and arrogance. How does the Lenten journey 
provoke an examination of conscience for you and your faith life? 

Second Reading
Paul speaks of our faith and our salvation as “the gift of God” to us. In what ways do 
you show appreciation for God’s grace? 

Gospel Reading
Jesus taught Nicodemus that God sent His only Son into the world to offer eternal 
life to believers. Who in your life needs to hear this message?

“For everyone who does 

wicked things hates the light 

and does not come toward 

the light, so that his works 

might not be exposed. But 

whoever lives the truth 

comes to the light, so that 

his works may be clearly 

seen as done in God.” 

– Jn 3:20-21
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass  
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And this is the 

verdict, that the 

light came into the 

world, but people 

preferred darkness 

to light, because 

their works were 

evil. For everyone 

who does wicked 

things hates the 

light and does not 

come toward the 

light, so that his 

works might not 

be exposed.   

- Jn 3:19-20

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 
1998, 1970 CCD.

3 EASY STEPS 
To Keeping Yourself & Others Healthy!
We are cautioned to be especially careful during the Coronavirus outbreak.  
Here are some simple ways to keep sickness away.

Wash Your Hands 
Wash your hands for at least 20 seconds using soap and water. If you can’t wash  
your hands, use hand sanitizer frequently.

Don’t Touch Your Face 
Especially around the eyes, nose and mouth. If you must sneeze, use a tissue or  
your arm.

Keep Your Distance 
Practice social distancing during this epidemic and stay away from large groups. 
Instead, call, email or check up on family and friends using social media.
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KIDS CORNER

SHARING THE GOSPEL
When the Hebrews sinned in the 
desert, snakes came to bite them. 

Moses lifted up a metal snake in the 
desert. If God’s people looked at the 

metal snake, their painful snake bites 
would be healed. Instead of dying 
from their snake bites, they would 

live. Our sins are a lot like those snake 
bites. Sins turn us away from God, 

hurt us, and hurt other people. When 
Jesus was lifted up on the cross, he 

washed our sins away. Jesus gave us 
healing and forgiveness. We don’t 
need to die from our sins. We can 

believe in Jesus, follow God with our 
whole hearts, and live forever.

PRAYER
God, thank you for sending Jesus to 

wash away my sins.

MISSION  
FOR THE WEEK

Help your parents wash dishes. As 
you take dirty dishes and wash them 
clean, talk about how Jesus washed 

our sins away on the cross.

READ THE 
GOSPEL AND 
COMPLETE A 

PUZZLE!

Help the boy find Jesus:




