
     

 

 Christi simus, non nostri We belong to Christ, not ourselves 

Sunday Mass 8:00 AM  

First Friday Mass 9:00 AM  

Confessions Sunday 7:30-7:45 AM 

Anointing of the Sick By request 

Prayer Groups at St. Columban 
Rosary Group  Mondays 7 p.m.in the Church 

Spanish Group Tuesdays 6:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall 

The church may be open for prayer during office hours 
upon request. 

www.saintcolumbanyelm.org 360-458-3031  parishoffice@saintcolumbanyelm.org 

Sunday Mass: 10:30 AM 

Saturday 5:00 PM 

Daily Mass 9:00 AM  

(Tuesday-Friday, Except First Fridays)  

Eucharistic Adoration First Fridays 6:30 PM  

Confessions Saturday 3:30-4:30 PM 

Anointing of the Sick By request 

Baptism & Wedding Preparation Contact the office 

St. Columban Church  St. Peter Mission  
506 First St. S | Yelm, WA 98597 149 Keithahn St S | Tenino, WA 98589 

Parish Office Hours at St. Columban Mon.-Thurs. 9:30 AM - 2:00 PM Friday by appointment 

Sacramental Emergencies: 360-704-7051 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul Providing emergency assistance for those in need.  Help Line: 360-458-1904  

September 8, 2024 Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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From the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church 

1941 Socio-economic problems can be re-
solved only with the help of all the forms of 
solidarity: solidarity of the poor among them-
selves, between rich and poor, of workers 
among themselves, between employers and 
employees in a business, solidarity among 
nations and peoples. International solidarity 
is a requirement of the moral order; world 
peace depends in part upon this. 

Sunday Liturgy 
Entrance Antiphon  
You are just, O Lord, and your judgement is 
right; treat your servant in accord with your 
merciful love. 

Readings 
Is 35:4-7a/Ps 146:7, 8-9, 9-10 (1B)/Jas 2:1-
5/Mk 7:31-37  

Communion Antiphon  
Like the deer that years for running 
streams, so my soul is yearning for you, my 
God; my soul is thirsting for God, the living 
God. Or I am the light of the world, says the 
Lord: whoever follows me will not walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life.  

Reflect on the Sunday 
Readings 

First Reading 
Then will the eyes of the blind be opened, 
the ears of the deaf be cleared; then will the 
lame leap like a stag, then the tongue of the 
mute will sing. (Is 35:5-6) 

The prophet Isaiah encouraged the Israelites 
to be strong in their conviction that God was 
coming to heal them and renew creation it-
self. Who could you encourage to be firm in 
their faith this week?  

Psalm 
Praise the Lord, my soul! (Ps 146)  

Second Reading 
Did not God choose those who are poor in 
the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the 
kingdom that he promised to those who 
love him? (Jas 2:5) 

St. James taught believers to make no distinc-
tions between the rich and the poor in their 
community gatherings. How do you think 
showing no partiality helps a community 
grow in faith?  

Gospel 
“He has done all things well. He makes the 
deaf hear and the mute speak.” (Mk 7:37) 

We hear today how the people of the Decapo-
lis were astonished at Jesus’s healing of the 
deaf and mute. What parts of your life need 
healing?  

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. 

The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for 
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English 
in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Mass Intentions  
Parishioners may schedule a Mass inten-
tion on our website or by calling the office. 
Sunday Masses are offered Pro Populo 

Sep. 10—Pro-Populo 
Sep. 11—Pro Populo 
Sep. 12—Pro Populo 
Sep. 13—Pro-Populo 

The Code of Canon Law confirms the practice of offering Masses 

Gabriela Makinster In Office: Tu-Th 
Elementary & Adult Faith Formation,  
gaby@saintcolumbanyelm.org x2 
*habla Español  

Chad Lucero  
Youth Ministry & Confirmation 
chad@saintcolumbanyelm.org x3 

Steven Slater  
St. Columban Maintenance 
steven@saintcolumbanyelm.org 

Gilberto Espino  St. Peter Maintenance 
gilberto@saintcolumbanyelm.org 

 

St. Columban Parish Pastoral Council  Judith Cusick (Chairperson), Sheila Johnson, 

Jerome Didier, Joseph Judge, Dennis Stumpf   

St. Peter Advisory Commission Sherry Bachmann (Chairperson),  Marilyn Ritter, 

Bernie Schwarz,  Bob Bacon, Diane Weston stpeteradvisory@saintcolumbanyelm.org  

Parish Finance Council Joseph Judge (St Columban), Mari Evans (St Peter) 

PARISH STAFF (360) 458-3031 

Fr. Bryan Ochs  
Pastor 
parishoffice@saintcolumbanyelm.org 
*not private  

Fr. William Dodoma 
Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Martin Bourke 
Senior Priest in residence 

Jennifer Langham  In Office: M-Thu 
PA for Admin, Liturgy,& Music 
jennifer@saintcolumbanyelm.org x1 

Matthew Tolar  
PA for Admin, Bookkeeping & Records 
matthew@3hearts.org x4 

for particular intentions is ancient: "The Christian faithful who 
give an offering to apply the Mass for their intention contribute 
to the good of the Church and by that offering share its concern 
to support its ministers and works" (945 §2).  

Prayer Intentions 
Loving God, we join with others of your people here 
asking you to hold in Your hands all of our home-
bound brothers and sisters and those who have asked 
for our prayers 

For The Sick and Homebound* 
Robert Fisher, 
Marcella Thornton, 
Bob Bacon, Theresa 
Gonzales,  Gloria 
Lopez,  Bill 
Bachmann, Joe 
Judge, Betty 
Tretheway, Theresa 
Farmer, Mary 
Wisehart, Bonnie 
Ruscheinsky, Grego-
ry Heymann, Sa-
mantha Smith, and Judy Cusick. 

For The Deceased 
All the souls in purgatory, especially all 
those who have no one to pray for them. 
May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of 
God, rest in peace.  

For peace in the world 
For God’s protection on those in danger, 
the defeat and true repentance of unjust 
aggressors, and mercy for those who have 
died by violence.  

For our young people, that they may 
eagerly seek and generously respond to 
their vocations from God.  

Monthly Intentions of the Pope  
For the cry of the Earth—We pray that 
each one of us will hear and take to heart 
the cry of the Earth and of victims of natu-
ral disasters and climactic change, and 
that all will undertake to personally care 
for the world in which we live.  

 

Connect with us 

WEBSITE  saintcolumbanyelm.org 

PHONE (360) 458-3031 
 Ministries x1, Spanish/Español x2 

LIVESTREAM  
 youtube.com/@stcolumbanyelm 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

 facebook.com/saintcolumbanyelm 
instagram.com/saintcolumbanyelm 

ONLINE GIVING  
 pushpay.com/g/saintcolumbanyelm  

MOBILE APP  

“Our Catholic Community”  
(Apple App Store & Google Play)  

FREE CATHOLIC STREAMING 
CONTENT FORMED.org 

For your Prayer and Meditation —Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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September 8, 2024 

Dear Parishioners, 

At some point in your educational history you likely 
learned of several types of stories that have shaped 
Western Civilization.  This includes comedies and 
tragedies, and both of these important types of stories are 
sadly out of style in our current times, and this is having a 
very negative effect on our entire civilization.  

Let’s consider tragedies for a moment.  Tragedies have 
been part of Western story telling for centuries and the 
Greeks in particular found interest in this type of story.  I 
was talking with a friend who is an English teacher about 
this, and we came up with some interesting insights as to 
why some of the famous tragedies from our history are so 
important. 

First and foremost, tragedies teach us that life doesn’t 
always go as planned.  So many of these stories featured 
characters who wanted something and never got it 
because they made bad decisions among many other 
things.  Contrast this with the stories Hollywood tells.  
There is almost always a happy ending and things almost 
always work out for the characters involved. 

It is dangerous to give people the impression that things 
always work out, and that every story has a happy ending 
because real life stories don’t always have happy endings.  
We need to make a lot of good decisions in order to have a 
happy life, and even then things happen that are beyond 
our control.  Tragedies kept that reality at the forefront of 
our minds, but today I’m not sure we have that so deeply 
embedded in our consciousness. 

OThe friend I mentioned above has a particular interest in 
Shakespeare.  She educated me on a particular element of 
Shakespearean tragedy I found fascinating, in that the 
tragic character always has a fatal flaw that leads to their 
doom.  In the case of the famous Shakespeare character 

Announcements continue on Page 4 

 Welcome to Saint Columban We proclaim the Roman Catholic faith to the communities of McKenna, Nisqually, Rainier, Roy, 
Tenino, and Yelm in southeast Thurston and southwest Pierce counties. Our community has grown since its origins at the former St. 

Margaret Mary Church in McKenna, and our current church in Yelm is named for the Irish-born 6th century missionary to Europe St. 
Columbanus of Bobbio. We have also been present in Tenino since 1891 through St. Peter Mission, named for the apostle and first pope. 

A Word from our Pastor Romeo, it is that he acts impulsively without much 
reflection. 

This is another dynamic we would do well to remember.  
When bad things happen, we are often taught by today’s 
wisdom to blame external forces on these outcomes.  If 
young people get into trouble, we often blame parents, 
and educational opportunities, and economic realities.  
While I don’t want to dismiss those because they really do 
factor into these situations, the truth is that there are ways 
of thinking and acting by these individuals that are not 
good.  Tragedies, like those of Shakespeare, often teach us 
to start with ourselves and recognize that our own flaws 
can sometimes lead to our destruction.   

As for comedies, you might have noticed that comedy is in 
a terrible place right now as a genre, although it is 
improving a bit.  Comedians like Jerry Seinfeld, Chris 
Rock, and Dave Chappell will no longer perform on college 
campuses, because the students take offense at their jokes 
and protest their performances.  Furthermore, what is 
being passed as comedy is not actually all that funny.  
There are some good articles and videos about this you 
can find on the internet if you don’t believe me. 

Comedy has an important purpose in a healthy society.  It 
teaches us not to take ourselves too seriously, and reels in 
extreme ideologies.  It has a moderating effect on society. 
It helps us realize that we do stupid things from time to 
time and prevents us from feeling a false sense of 
superiority to others.  Aside from the psychological 
benefits of laughter, being able to laugh at ourselves keeps 
us humble as individuals and as a community.   

If Western Civilization as we know it has a future, it will be 
because we once again begin to value the important 
contributions tragedy and comedy have in the stories we 
tell, whether those stories are on paper or on the screen. 

Fr. Bryan 

Did you know?  
This month is commemorated as the Month of the Seven 
Sorrows of Mary. This is because the memorial of Our 
Lady of Sorrows falls on September 15, which always 
follows the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross on 
the 14th. This Marian devotion includes meditating on 
each of the Seven Sorrows. The sorrows are particular 
events in the life of Mary which are representative of the 
sufferings she endured as the Mother of Christ. This 
should not be confused with the five Sorrowful Mysteries 
of the Rosary. Do you remember each of the Seven Sor-
rows? See the answer on page 6.  
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Announcements 
Are you looking for ways to experience God? Mem-
bers of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul invite you to 
share in their ministry of experiencing God by serving 
people living in poverty. We see Christ in our friends in 
need and, when we see Christ, we experience God.  

If you are interested, please call the SVdP help line at 
(360) 458-1904, and leave your name, a phone number to 
reach you, and a message explaining that you are interest-
ed in the ministry. Also, come join on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 25 at 6:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall to find out more 
about what we do. Pizza, salad and drinks will be provid-
ed. 

Oktoberfest , hosted by the Knights of Columbus 
Saturday, Sep. 28 6 p.m. 

Tickets will 
be available 
for purchase 
after all 
weekend 
Masses at St. 
Columban, or 
you may 
contact the 
parish office 

or purchase on the parish website. Proceeds from tickets 
and a Special Auction held that evening will  help fund 
KofC charitable programs at St. Columban . 

Saint Vincent de Paul’s annual Walk for the Poor 
will be on Sep. 29 following the 10:30 a.m. Sunday Mass 
on the Chehalis Western Trail across from St. Columban 
Church, with a Chili Feed right after. Sign up after Mass in 
the church narthex beginning next Sunday, Sep. 8.  

After Mass Hospitality 
Join for fellowship and coffee or just stop by to get to 
know your fellow parishioners. Free for the everyone fol-
lowing the 10:30 a.m. Sunday Mass. Donations are wel-
come. Hosts: 

Sep.8—Daughters of Mary 
Sep. 15—Altar Society 
Sep. 22—Breakfast, hosted by the KofC 

Thank you, hosts, for your time and dedication!  

Elementary Religious Education 
Contact: Mrs. Makinster Elementary & Adult Faith 
Formation, gaby@saintcolumbanyelm.org 360-458-
3031 x2  habla Español  

Registration Required for 
All Returning and New 
Children and Youth   

Parents, we require you to register 
your children and youth before the 
beginning of every school year to 
ensure we have enough materials and 
teachers, as well as to comply with 
Safe Environment policies.  

Students cannot attend first day of 
classes on Sunday, Sep. 8 without 
prior registration.  Late registrations 
will be  accepted.  

Scan this code or use this link: saintcolumbanyelm.org/
FFReg 

At St. Columban, we provide an opportunity for children and 
youth to learn about their Catholic faith and grow in their 
relationship with Jesus Christ through study, prayer, and 
community service. 

First day of classes is Sunday, Sep. 8 with a Mandatory 
Parent Meeting held at the same time in the Parish 
Hall. September Class Dates: Sep. 8, 15, 22 

Do you have a gift for teaching the faith 
or for serving our youth? 
We’re looking for additional catechists, classroom assistants, and 
youth ministry volunteers to help with Sunday Faith Formation 
classes for all grades and Youth Ministry activities throughout 
the year. Faith Formation fees are waived for children of 
volunteers. Safe environment training and background check 
required. Training and materials provided. Contact 
gaby@saintcolumbanyelm.org.  

Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Are you registered? 
Are you registered? Registration ensures that we know 
you are here, makes us aware of your needs and gifts, but 
most of all it helps us to welcome you to the parish! Stop 
by and introduce yourselves! The Parish Office is open 
Monday though Thursday, 9:30am to 2:00pm or call us 
for an appointment on Fridays. You may also register 
online at saintcolumbanyelm.org 

https://saintcolumbanyelm.org/FFReg
https://saintcolumbanyelm.org/FFReg
mailto:gaby@saintcolumbanyelm.org
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Father Flood © LPi 

September 8, 2024 

Youth Ministry  
Contact: Mr. Lucero, ym@saintcolumbanyelm.org  

Confirmation Classes Begin in September 
All youth Grades 6 and above who have not yet begun 
preparation for Confirmation are invited to enroll in 
Confirmation I classes, to receive the sacrament Spring 2026. 
Please begin discerning a Confirmation sponsor.  
Confirmation candidates who took the first year class last year 
are now in Confirmation II and are on track to receive the 
sacrament Spring 2025.  

All parents with youth in either Confirmation class 
must attend a parent meeting on the first day of classes 
Sep. 8 following the 10:30 a.m. Mass. Sep 15 during Class 

Youth Ministry & First Sacraments  
Youth grades 6 and up, having already completed one year of 
Faith Formation, needing preparation for First 
Reconciliation and First Holy 
Communion will have classes in 
conjunction with monthly Youth 
Ministry Saturdays mini-retreats. 
Upcoming dates are Sep. 21, Oct. 
19, Nov. 16, and Dec. 14, 9 a.m.-1 
p.m. More to follow!  

Saint of the Week 
St. Peter Claver, Priest 
(Sep. 9) 
“Who is my neighbor?” Jesus’ 
answer to this question was the 
parable of the Good Samaritan. In 
short, the person you least expect. 
Peter Claver was born in 16th 
century Spain. Peter became a 
Jesuit and was deeply influenced by 
the missionary call. At age 30, he 
set out for modern-day Colombia. 
At the time, Cartagena was one of 
the largest slave markets in the New 
World. As a priest, Peter knew his 
role was spiritual service. He 

quickly dedicated his ministry to these “neighbors” whom the 
world rejected. When a slave ship entered the harbor, Peter 
would rush on board with food, water, and a human touch. He 
introduced some slaves to Christ in a more formal way. As these 
new converts were moved to plantations, he would visit them, 
stay in their quarters, and advocate with the masters to act 
humanely. St. Peter Claver called himself “the slave of the slaves 
forever.” May we, too, have a powerful sense of our neighbor. 

St. Peter Claver, pray for us! (Text ©LPi, our bulletin publisher) 

Adult Faith Formation  
Bible Study  
Adult Scripture Study resumes in September. The group will 
meet Thursdays evenings to discuss the upcoming Sunday Mass 
readings using Lectio Divina and through Catholic exegesis.  

Christian Initiation for 
Adults (OCIA) 
Classes will resume in the Fall. 
Scan the QR Code to register or 
contact the parish office for more 
information. 

Q&A 
We celebrate the Feast of the Exaltation 
of the Holy Cross every year on 
September 14. What is the history 
behind feast of the Exaltation of the 
Holy Cross? 

Answer: Emperor Constantine’s mother, Helena, is credited 
with having discovered the true cross around 330. She traveled 
to the Holy Land and uncovered the places associated with Jesus’ 
life. Legend has it that Helena uncovered three crosses but was 
not able to detect the true cross until each of them was laid on a 
leper. Only one of them cured the leper, proving it to be the true 
cross. A great church was built at the site, and soon various 
portions of the cross were sent to other churches as relics to be 
venerated. 

The day after the dedication of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, 
September 14, 335, the actual cross was displayed for veneration. 
Egeria, a women traveler to Jerusalem around the year 386, kept 
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a diary that has survived. She tells of the unique veneration of 
the wood of the cross that took place on Good Friday, something 
maintained ritually to this very day. 

The Exaltation of the Holy Cross focuses on the gift of love that 
Jesus manifested by his total gift of self, offered for all. The 
cross, the ultimate form of capital punishment in its day, has 
become for us the ultimate symbol of love and triumph over evil 
and death.  (Text ©LPi, our bulletin publisher) 

Financial Stewardship 
Please consider electronic 
giving. The parish offers a 
convenient electronic giving option 
that allows donations to be made one 
time or on a scheduled basis. 
Electronic giving saves the office 
time and money.  

Thank you and may God reward your 
generosity!  

Stewardship reports for August will be published in next 
Sunday’s edition. 

Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Weekly Calendar 

All events are at St. Columban unless otherwise noted. 

MONDAY September 9 St. Peter Claver, Priest 
Rosary Prayer Group 7:00p.m. Church 

TUESDAY September 10  

Daily Mass 9:00 a.m. Church 

Spanish Prayer Group 6:30p.m. Church 

WEDNESDAY September 11   

Daily Mass 9:00 a.m. Church 

THURSDAY September 12 Most Holy Name of Mary 

Daily Mass 9:00 a.m. Church 

Altar Society Weekly Cleaning 9:30a.m. Church 

Choir Practice 6:00p.m.  Church 

FRIDAY September 13 St. John Chrysostom, Bishop & Doc.  

Daily Mass 9:00 a.m. Church 

SATURDAY September 14 Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

Confession 3:30p.m. Church 

Anticipatory Sunday Mass 5:00p.m.  Church 

SUNDAY September 15 Twenty-fourth Sun. in Ordinary Time 
Confession 7:30-7:45a.m. St. Peter 
Sunday Mass 8:00a.m.  Int.: Pro Populo St. Peter 

Religious Education K-12 Classes  9:00 a.m.  RE Building 

Sunday Mass 10:30a.m. Int.: Pro Populo Church 
Altar Society/Daughters of Mary Fellowship 11:45a.am. Hall 

 

Upcoming Dates 
Saturday, Sep. 28—Oktoberfest, hosted by the Knights of 
Columbus, 6 p.m. 

Sunday, Sep. 29—St. Vincent de Paul Walk for the Poor, 
following Mass 

 

1. The Prophecy of Simeon  

2. The Flight into 
Egypt  

3. The Loss of the 
Child Jesus in the 
Temple of Jerusalem  

4. Mary meeting Jesus 
on the Via Dolorosa  

5. The Crucifixion of 
Jesus  

6. Jesus's Descent 
from the Cross  

7. The Burial of Jesus by Joseph of Arimathea 
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September 8, 2024 

SCHEDULE AT SACRED HEART 
LACEY 

812 Bowker St SE, Lacey, WA 98503 

Sunday Mass  
Saturday 5 p.m. 

Sunday 8 a.m., 10 a.m., Noon  
 Spanish 2 p.m. 
 Korean 10 a.m. (Fabian Hall) 

Daily Mass 
Mon., Wed., Thur., Fri. 9 a.m. 

Confession 
Saturday 3-4:30 p.m.  

Office     
Mon-Fri  8 a.m.-Noon, 1-4 p.m.  

sacredheartlacey.com  
360-491-0890 

Altar Society  
A team of talented parishioners beautifully 
maintain and clean the Church every Thursday 
after Daily Mass. 

Daughters of Mary  
Meets monthly, Next meeting is September 
24th at 6PM in the Parish Hall.  Bring your 
favorite snack to share!  
daughtersofmary@saintcolumbanyelm.org  

Liturgical Ministries  
parishoffice@saintcolumbanyelm.org  

Altar Servers, Choir, Greeters/Ushers, Readers  
Please check your schedules and arrive in time 
for Mass. 

Knights of Columbus  
The Knights of Columbus is a global fraternal 
service order founded by Bl. Michael J. 
McGivney in 1882 for practicing Catholic men. 
Council 17152 meets monthly third Wednesdays 
of every month at 5:30 p.m. in the hall. 
Assembly meetings monthly every second 
Wednesdays of the month at 6 p.m.  

Next Council & Assembly meetings Sep. 
18.  

St. Peter Circle 
Meets second Tuesdays every other month at 
St. Peter Tenino. 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul  
Meets monthly, on the third Thursday of the 
month in the parish hall at 7 p.m. Next 
meeting is Sep. 19.  

Annual Walk for the Poor will be on Sept. 
29 on the Chehalis Western Trail across from St. 
Columban Church after Mass, followed by a 

Chili Feed. Sign up for the Walk for the Poor after 
Mass in the church narthex beginning Sept. 8.  
Treasurer wanted 
St. Vincent de Paul, St. Columban Conference, is seeking 
a volunteer treasurer to serve on the Board of Directors. 
The duties of the treasurer include maintaining two 
checking accounts, attending monthly meetings, 
preparing monthly treasurer’s report, and assisting in 
preparing annual reports to parish and district council. 
The Treasurer also participates in responding to 
requests for help and keeping a record of help provided. 

In our Parish Family 
Sacred Heart 
Eucharistic Adoration Chapel Open Thursday 
following 9 a.m. Mass until Saturday 4:30 p.m. in the St. 
Frances of Rome Chapel at Sacred Heart. Call 360-491-
0890 for more information and for door code. 

Holy Family School  
(Grades PK-8)  2606 Carpenter Road SE Lacey, WA  

Holyfamilylacey.org | 360-491-7060 

Pope John Paul II High School 
Lacey, WA popejp2hs.org | 360-438-7600 

Outside Events & Notices 
For a complete list of events happening around the 
Archdiocese of Seattle visit archseattle.org/eventslist 

Young Adult events:  
archseattle.org/living-catholic/young-adults/  

Washington State Catholic Conference  
The WSCC represents the Catholic bishops of 

Washington in their efforts to support public policies 

that promote the common good. Visit wacatholics.org. 

Ministries Announcements 

https://www.wacatholics.org/_ui/img/files/Faithful-and-Civil-Political-Engagement-Final-05-28-24.pdf
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